Name: ______________________________________________________________

Summer Reading Program

“A

child who reads will become an adult who thinks.”
Summer Reading is important because...
* It keeps our minds active!
* It helps us keep our reading skills from declining!
* It helps instill a love of reading!
* It’s something the whole family can do together!

The theme for our 6th grade Summer Reading Program is ACCEPTANCE,
a character trait essential for both individuals and groups in society.
Directions: Please select one of the books listed and read it over the summer. The
book must be completed before school starts. Read carefully and be ready to
discuss the book when we come back in the fall. (Hint! Taking notes or using Postits will help you recall the details later. After you finish the book, answer the
questions below in complete, thoughtful sentences.

Due Date: Within the first two weeks of school
Please share your work in the form of a Google Doc with your ELA teacher(s).
Our school email addresses are: dwoodard@drregional.org and msantoro@drregional.org

Book Title: _________________________________________________________
Author: ____________________________________________________________
Date started: ______________________ Date finished: ____________________

1. In your own words, what is acceptance?

2.) What did the characters in your book learn about acceptance? How did they learn
this lesson?

3.) Why is it important for all of us to learn to accept others?

The sixth grade ELA teachers suggest the following books:
The Star Fisher by Lawrence Yep
In 1927, 15-year-old Joan Lee, a U.S. citizen, and her family move from Ohio to
West Virginia to open a laundry business. Joan and her siblings speak English, but
her parents only know Chinese. When they arrive in town, they are harassed by a
family of white bigots, and welcomed by a kind landlord. Joan believes her desire
for respect and acceptance mirrors the Chinese legend of the star fisher — a
creature that sees with two sets of eyes. Joan sees life as an Asian and as an
American.
Rules by Cynthia Lord
Twelve-year-old Catherine just wants a normal life. Which is near impossible
when you have a brother with autism and a family that revolves around his
disability. She's spent years trying to teach David the rules from "a peach is not a
funny-looking apple" to "keep your pants on in public"---in order to head off
David's embarrassing behaviors. But the summer Catherine meets Jason, a
surprising, new sort-of friend, and Kristi, the next-door friend she's always
wished for, it's her own shocking behavior that turns everything upside down and
forces her to ask: What is normal?
Wonder by R.J. Palacio
August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has
prevented him from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher
Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new
classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face. Wonder begins from
Auggie’s point of view, but soon switches to include his classmates, his sister,
her boyfriend, and others. These perspectives converge in a portrait of one
community’s struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance.
Extra Credit by Andrew Clement
Unless Abby Carson wants to repeat the sixth grade, she'll have to meet some
specific conditions, including taking on an extra-credit project: find a penpal in a
foreign country. Abby's first letter arrives at a small school in Afghanistan, and
Sadeed Bayat is chosen to be her pen pal . . . Well, kind of. He is the best writer,
but he is also a boy, and in his village it is not appropriate for a boy to correspond
with a girl. So his younger sister dictates and signs the letter. Until Sadeed decides
what his sister is telling Abby isn't what he'd like Abby to know.

With Every Drop of Blood by James Lincoln Collier and Christopher Collier
When Pa is wounded in action in 1864 and comes home to die, he extracts a
promise from Johnny, the book's 14-year-old narrator, to stay on their farm in
Virginia and look after the family. But a few months after Pa's death, Johnny
undertakes a dangerous mission to bring food into besieged Richmond- -and
maybe avenge his father's honor. Instead, he and the family's team of mules are
captured by Blue Coats; even worse (to him), the soldiers are black, and the youth
suffers the ignominy of taking orders from a former slave his own age, Cush
Turner.
The Watsons Go to Birmingham, 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis
This alternately hilarious and deeply moving novel blends the fictional account of
an African American family with the factual events of the violent summer of
1963. Fourth grader Kenny is an innocent and sincere narrator; his ingenuousness
lends authenticity to the story and invites readers of all ages into his world, even
as it changes before his eyes.
One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia
Eleven-year-old Delphine is like a mother to her two younger sisters, Vonetta and
Fern. She's had to be, ever since their mother, Cecile, left them seven years ago
for a radical new life in California. When they arrive from Brooklyn to spend the
summer with her, Cecile is nothing like they imagined. While the girls hope to go
to Disneyland and meet Tinker Bell, their mother sends them to a day camp run
by the Black Panthers. Unexpectedly, Delphine, Vonetta, and Fern learn much
about their family, their country, and themselves during one truly crazy summer.
El Deafo by Cece Bell and David Lasky
Going to school and making new friends can be tough. But going to school and
making new friends while wearing a bulky hearing aid strapped to your chest?
That requires superpowers! In this funny, poignant graphic novel memoir,
author/illustrator Cece Bell chronicles her hearing loss at a young age and her
subsequent experiences with the Phonic Ear, a very powerful—and very
awkward—hearing aid. The Phonic Ear gives Cece the ability to hear—sometimes
things she shouldn’t—but also isolates her from her classmates. She really just
wants to fit in and find a true friend, someone who appreciates her as she is. After
some trouble, she is finally able to harness the power of the Phonic Ear and
become “El Deafo, Listener for All.” And more importantly, declare a place for
herself in the world and find the friend she’s longed for.

I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai [Look for Young Reader’s Edition]
Malala Yousafzai was only ten years old when the Taliban took control of her
region. They said music was a crime. They said women weren't allowed to go to
the market. They said girls couldn't go to school. Raised in a once-peaceful area of
Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was taught to stand up for what she
believes. So she fought for her right to be educated. And on October 9, 2012, she
nearly lost her life for the cause: She was shot point-blank while riding the bus on
her way home from school. No one expected her to survive. Now Malala is an
international symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest ever Nobel Peace Prize
winner. In this Young Readers Edition of her bestselling memoir, which has been
reimagined specifically for a younger audience and includes exclusive photos and
material, we hear firsthand the remarkable story of a girl who knew from a young
age that she wanted to change the world -- and did.
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Tayor
Set in Mississippi at the height of the Depression, this is the story of one
family's struggle to maintain their integrity, pride, and independence in the face
of racism and social injustice. And it is also Cassie's story—Cassie Logan, an
independent girl who discovers over the course of an important year why
having land of their own is so crucial to the Logan family, even as she learns to
draw strength from her own sense of dignity and self-respect.
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in
each place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African
American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her
growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement.
Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes
Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a
real threat. As a ghost, he observes the devastation that’s been unleashed on his
family and community in the wake of what they see as an unjust and brutal killing.
Soon Jerome meets another ghost: Emmett Till, a boy from a very different time
but similar circumstances. Emmett helps Jerome process what has happened, on a
journey towards recognizing how historical racism may have led to the events that
ended his life. Jerome also meets Sarah, the daughter of the police officer, who
grapples with her father’s actions.

Hello Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly
In one day, four lives weave together in unexpected ways. Virgil Salinas is shy and
kind hearted and feels out of place in his loud and boisterous family. Valencia
Somerset, who is deaf, is smart, brave, and secretly lonely, and loves everything
about nature. Kaori Tanaka is a self-proclaimed psychic, whose little sister Gen is
always following her around. And Chet Bullens wishes the weird kids would just
act normal so that he can concentrate on basketball. They aren’t friends -- at least
not until Chet pulls a prank that traps Virgil and his pet guinea pig at the bottom of
a well. This disaster leads Kaori, Gen, and Valencia on an epic quest to find the
missing Virgil.
The Parker Inheritance by Varian Johnson
The letter waits in a book, in a box, in an attic, in an old house in Lambert, South
Carolina. It's waiting for Candice Miller. When Candice finds the letter, she isn't
sure she should read it. It's addressed to her grandmother, after all, who left
Lambert in a cloud of shame. But the letter describes a young woman named
Siobhan Washington. An injustice that happened decades ago. A mystery
enfolding the letter-writer. And the fortune that awaits the person who solves the
puzzle. Grandma tried and failed. But now Candice has another chance. So with
the help of Brandon Jones, the quiet boy across the street, she begins to decipher
the clues in the letter. Can they find the fortune and fulfill the letter's promise
before the summer ends?
Unsung Hero of Birdsong USA by Brenda Woods
For Gabriel Haberlin, life seems pretty close to perfect in the small southern town
of Birdsong, USA. But on his twelfth birthday, his point of view begins to change.
It all starts when he comes face-to-face with one of the worst drivers in town while
riding his new bicycle–an accident that would have been tragic if Mr. Meriwether
Hunter hadn’t been around to push him out of harm’s way. After the accident,
Gabriel and Meriwether become friends when they both start working at Gabriel’s
dad’s auto shop, and Meriwether lets a secret slip: He served in the army’s allblack 761st Tank Battalion in World War II. Soon Gabriel learns why it’s so
dangerous for Meriwether to talk about his heroism in front of white people, and
Gabriel’s eyes are finally opened to the hard truth about Birdsong–and his
understanding of what it means to be a hero will never be the same.

Wishtree by Katherine Applegate
Red is an oak tree who is many rings old. Red is the neighborhood "wishtree"—
people write their wishes on pieces of cloth and tie them to Red's branches. Along
with her crow friend Bongo and other animals who seek refuge in Red's hollows,
this "wishtree" watches over the neighborhood. You might say Red has seen it all.
Until a new family moves in. Not everyone is welcoming, and Red's experiences as
a wishtree are more important than ever.
You Don’t Know Everything, Jilly P! by Alex Gino
Jilly thinks she's figured out how life works. But when her sister Emma is born
Deaf, she realizes how much she still has to learn. A big fantasy reader, Jilly
connects with another fan, Derek, who is a Deaf Black ASL user. She goes to
Derek for advice but doesn't always know the best way to ask for it and makes
some mistakes along the way. Jilly has to step back to learn to be an ally, a sister,
and a friend, understanding that life works in different ways for different people,
and that being open to change can make you change in the best possible ways.

